1838]                                LIFE AT BELVOIR.                                   45
see that they are nourished and protected. To my mind
there is more ' sympathy' in this than in railing at the rich
and rendering the poor discontented, weaning them from
their habitual attachments and respects, and teaching them
that the political quacks and adventurers who flatter and
cajole them are their only real friends.
We had a great ball last night, opened by the Duke of
Rutland and Duchess of Sutherland, who had to sail down
at least a hundred couple of tenants, shopkeepers, valets,
and abigails. The Duke of Newcastle gave the Duke's
health at dinner instead of the Duke of Wellington, who
generally discharges that office. He made a boggling busi-
ness of it, but apologised in sufficiently handsome terms for
being spokesman instead of the Duke of Wellington. The
Duke of Eutland made a very respectable speech in reply,
and it all went off swimmingly. To-day I went to see the
hounds throw off; but though a hunter was offered to me
would not ride him, because there is no use in risking the
hurt or ridicule of a fall for one day. A man who goes out
in this casual way and hurts himself looks as foolish as an
amateur soldier who gets wounded in a battle in which he is
tempted by curiosity to mingle. So I rode with the mob,
saw a great deal of galloping about and the hounds con-
veniently running over hills and vales all in sight, and then
came home. They said a thousand people were out, many
attracted by the expectation of the Duke of Wellington's
appearing, but ho was rheumatic and could not come out.
He is incessantly employed in writing military statements
and memoranda, having beon consulted by the Government,
or probably by Lord Hill on behalf of the Government,
both on this Canadian question, and oil the general govern-
ment of the army, and lie will take as much, pains to give
useful ad vice to Melbourne's Governmeat as if he and Pee}
were in office. There never was a man who so entirely sank
all party considerations in national objects, and he ha$ liad
tlio glory of living to hear this universally ackaowledged*
Brougham said of him,c That man's first object is to serve
Ida country, with a sword if necessary, or with a pick-axe.J